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with me have buried themselves in the shallow
grave of public duty. Free use has been made
of their names. Others still possess themselves,
and here keep their secrecy. Sometimes one
man carries various names. This may hide
individuality and make the book a scatter of
featureless puppets, rather than a group of living
people: but once good is told of a man, and again
evil, and some would not thank me for either
blame or praise.

This isolated picture throwing the main light
upon myself is unfair to my British colleagues.
Especially I am most sorry that I have not told
what the non-commissioned of us did. They
were inarticulate, but wonderful, especially when
it is taken into account that they had not the
motive, the imaginative vision of the end, which
sustained the officers. Unfortunately my concern
was limited to this end, and the book is just a
designed procession of Arab freedom from Mecca
to Damascus, It is intended to rationalise the
campaign, that everyone may see how natural the
success was and how inevitable, how little depend-
ent on direction or brain, how much less on the
outside assistance of the few British. It was an
Arab war waged and led by Arabs for an Arab
aim in Arabia.
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